
Summit Interfaith Council 
Minutes – September 21, 2010 

 
Summit Interfaith Council September 2010 meeting hosted by the Jewish Community Center. 

Attendee Representatives: Calvary Episcopal Church - Rev. Brent Bates, Asst. Rector Mary 

Davis; Chatham-Summit Quaker Meeting - Robin Whitely, Heather Cook; Congregation Beth 

Hatikvah - Rabbi Joy Small; First Church of Christ - Barbara Mullin and Isabelle Cunningham; 

Fountain Baptist Church – Vernon Williams; St. John’s Lutheran Church - Vicar Jim Ziebell; St. 

Teresa of Avila RCC - Gregory Scime, Pastoral Associate Angela Intili; Summit Jewish 

Community Center - Rabbi Avi Friedman, Cantor Janet Roth; Temple Sinai - Rabbi Stuart 

Gershon; Unitarian Church in Summit - Rev. Vanessa Southern, Rev. Emilie Boggis; Wallace 

Chapel AME Zion Church - Rev. Denison Harrield; Ministerio Monte Santo – Carlos Salas 

 

Rabbi Avi Friedman welcomed everyone and explained the sukkot setting in which we were 

meeting. Emilie led the group in prayer and blessing of the food. Our new president of the 

Summit Interfaith Council (SIC) – Rabbi Avi Friedman called the meeting together. 

 

Old Business 
 

 Mazariego Memorial Service Follow-up 

  

Avi stressed the important role that SIC plays in the community as evinced by city 

officials reaching out to SIC to develop a coordinated community response to this 

tragedy. What more can/should we be doing? 

• Consider conducting Alternatives to Violence Project (AVP) training in Summit: 

training should include various races, ethnicities and age groups (Heather) 

• Open conversation on the responsibility of the bystander: include practical 

preparedness training (Stu) 

• Address Summit’s privilege and its effects on the children: materially, personally and 

spiritually (Vanessa) 

 

Thanksgiving Interfaith Service – Reverend Brent Bates 

 

The committee met twice. Title consideration: “Breaking Ground/Building Community,” 

commemorating our affordable housing efforts and remembering the Mazariego tragedy. 

Brent shared the committee’s plans for the service. It was suggested that proceeds for this 

year’s service be shared between SHIP (our normal recipient) and Habitat for 

Humanities-Morristown. However, Brent will contact SHIP to find out if such a move 

would place a hardship on them. 

 

Retreat – October 19, 2010 – Emilie Boggis 

 

May retreat was recapped. Fall retreat suggestions: 1) sharing best practicing among 

clergy and 2) conversation on Mosque issue with goal to improve relations with Muslim 

Americans. A request was made to bridge May retreat with upcoming retreat. SIC Agreed 

that retreat planning will be conducted by previous committee with the additions of 

Gregory Scime and Robin Whitely. 

 

New Business 
 



 9/11 10 Year Anniversary Commemoration – Avi Friedman 

 

We need to form committee now to begin planning for the tenth year anniversary of 9/11. 

If interested you need to contact Avi. It would be helpful to have committee in place by 

next SIC meeting if November (11/16/10). 

 

Membership 

 

Discussion on how we admit others who may not be direct clergy of the Summit 

community. Pastor (Damien Gilyard) who lives in the Summit community but pastors 

outside of Summit is requesting to join SIC. Decided that in this case the individual’s 

participation is welcomed but would not be able to vote or hold office within SIC since 

his actual church is outside the Summit community and does not have a direct impact on 

the Summit community. 

 

Future Luncheon Topics/Speakers 

 

Potential discussion topics for upcoming meetings: 

 

• Clergy best practice sharing 

• Invitation to Chamber of Commerce President/ Superintendent of Summit 

Schools/ Chief of Police/ Summit Tri-Cam representative(s) (special needs 

assistance to children/Latino/Latina representative Celine Bene 

 

Habitat for Humanity – Summit Interfaith Build Project – Vanessa Southern 

 

The October 17
th
 groundbreaking ceremony will be held at the building site (3:00 p.m.); 

reception to follow at Wallace Chapel (rain or shine). Congregations are asked to submit 

name of liaison to Habitat. We were updated on family selection process and pledge 

amounts were discussed (pledges due by year’s end. 

 

 Building Ties with the Muslim Community 

 

A brief discussion on the emotions and feelings around the proposed Muslim Cultural 

Center in the vicinity of ground zero was entertained. The discussion focused on how we 

can bridge the gap of hatred and anger versus tolerance and acceptance of our Muslim 

brother and sisters. At this time we are brainstorming ways to help our congregations and 

by extension our community to be more open and less hostile. As a start, we agreed to 

send Avi whatever statements may have been generated by our various faiths regarding 

the controversy. In an attempt to develop a relationship with those of the Muslim faith we 

are seeking to invite the Muslim voice to be apart of our Thanksgiving service. 

 

Adjournment 
 

Meeting adjourned with prayer by Vernon. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Vernon Williams, Secretary 


