
Summit Interfaith Council 

Minutes –September 19, 2006 

 
The September meeting of the Summit Interfaith Council was hosted by the United Methodist 
Church.  Representatives were present from Central Presbyterian Church, Wallace A.M.E 
Chapel., Overlook Hospital Chaplaincy, Unitarian Church, Christ Church, Temple Sinai, Jewish 
Community Center, First Church of Christ Scientist, St. John’s Lutheran Church, United 
Methodist Church, Interweave, and Calvary Episcopal Church. 
 
Chairman Harrield called the meeting to order welcoming all and Rev. Hendrickson offered 
grace before our meal.  
Minutes of the May 2006 meeting were approved as submitted.  
 
Low-income/Affordable Housing 
Rev. Harrield reported that progress is being made to assure the development of affordable 
housing in Summit.  Specifically, 24 new unites are planned, a sum which exceeds the current 
COA requirement of 9 units.  While the bulk of the new units being built by Pulte Homes will be 
townhouses, the plan provides for the commingling of affordable and market-rate units.  In 
addition to these, the planned renovation of existing units will supply 5 affordable units.  Rev. 
Harrield reminded the group that Planning Board meetings are open to the public and urged 
members to attend when they are informed of them. 
 
One Book – One Community Project 
Cedric Jennings, the subject of the book, A Hope in the Unseen, will be at Summit High School 
on November 2nd at 7 p.m.  Interweave seeks to co-sponsor, with the Interfaith Council, a 
discussion at Calvary Church on November 9 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Sports and Faith Communities 
Rev. Rush reported no progress on this issue as yet.  It is a statewide issue that calls for a broader 
approach than the local and/or regional entity can effect.  Minnesota is one of the few states that 
has been able to establish what they call “Family Friendly Scheduling,” so-called because it is an 
issue not only for houses of worship but also for families in general who seek unscheduled time 
together.  At Rev. Rush’s suggestion, a subcommittee was formed of Rabbi Friedman, Rev. 
Matarazzo and Rev. Rush, with the proviso that a representative of St. Teresa’s also be a 
member. 
 
Red Ribbon Week 
Rev. Hendrickson reported on two main events for which houses of worship should have 
received information for inclusion in worship bulletins and other community publications.  One 
is the Family Dinner Night on October 25:  houses of worship are asked to not schedule meetings 
or events in order to facilitate families being at home together for at least this one night of the 
week.  The second event is a Town Hall Meeting focusing on the importance of good 
communication between parents and children which will be held at the Middle School on 
Tuesday, October 24 from 7:15 to 9:00 p.m.  Rev. Hendrickson urged members to help promote 
these two events.  Also, Mike Fusco, youth leader at St. Teresa’s, is looking at a date in January 
to host an evening of fun for youth from all houses of worship.  Isabelle Cunningham announced 
that in connection with Red Ribbon Week, the First Church of Christ Scientist is co-sponsoring 
with SAGE a lecture on healing addictions on Monday, October 16 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Thanksgivings 



Grateful thanks to God were offered for the following blessings: 
For the Rev. Dr. Rich Hendrickson’s new position as Stewardship and Development Officer for 
the UMC Conference. 
For the birth of a daughter,……, to Emilie Boggs and her husband…… 
For Bob… 
For Stuart…. 
For JoAnne… 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Rev. Matarazzo reported no change in the Council’s account balance of $608.94.  After brief 
discussion, it was decided to keep the annual dues at $25 per house of worship and organization 
and Rev. Matarazzo will send out notices within the month.  The anticipated fee for the 
Thanksgiving service speaker will be met by contributions to supplement that portion covered by 
our treasury. 
 
SHIP 
Bill Houpt brought a current SHIP budget report and appealed to members to consider raising 
their contributions to meet rising costs.  He cordially invited everyone to breakfast at Calvary on 
October 13, the 15th anniversary of the program.  (Breakfast is served from 6:15 to 7:30 a.m.)   
 
SAGE Eldercare 
Julie Reich distributed comprehensive packets of information about all of the services provided 
by SAGE to the elderly.  She invited all to come and see the new building on Broad Street as 
well.  SAGE is undertaking new initiatives to become the “go to” organization for senior 
concerns and understands the importance of education in that process.  Thus, SAGE is very 
interested in working with clergy to sponsor a conference to help clergy deal with issues relevant 
to the senior population.  Julie asked members to fill out a brief questionnaire to help in this 
process. 
 
Announcements 

• 9/11 Memorial:  the group decided to offer a recognition like this year’s in 2007. 

• The group asked Gina to extend everyone’s prayers and congrats to Rich. 

• Rev. Harrield announced the revival of the CWU—Church Women United—and noted 
that if there is enough interest, it will be reorganized. 

• We have a new member, Rev. Rich Teeters, from the Renaissance Church. 

• We will have another new member soon, Rabbi Amy Small, from Temple Beth Hatikvah. 

• Calvary will host a presentation about the special needs of children with behavioral 
disorders on October 15.  Rev. Matarazzo will send information via internet. 

• Emilie brought regards from Vanessa. 

• The Unitarian Church will show the film, “An Inconvenient Truth” on October 1 at 6 
p.m. 

• Emilie will be ordained on November 5 at 4:30 and invitations will be forthcoming. 

• Rabbi Gershon announced Temple Sinai’s Scholar in Residence will be Ruben Firestorm; 
please go to the website for further information about his presentations.  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:57 p.m. and a prayer was offered by Rabbi Friedman. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laurie Matarazzo 

 


