
Summit Interfaith Council 
Minutes – September 20, 2005 

 
Representatives were present from CPC, Christ Church, Interweave, Calvary, the Unitarian 
Church, First Church of Christ, Scientist, United Methodist, Wallace Chapel, Fountain Baptist, 
and Overlook Chaplains. 
 
The meeting was called to order and a warm welcome extended to all by Chairman Harrield.  
The Unitarian Church provided a delicious lunch and Rev. Vanessa Southern led us in grace 
before the meal. 
 
Our new clergy members are: 
Emilie Boggis, assistant at the Unitarian Church 
Bob Janis Dillon, seminarian at the Unitarian Church 
Allen Foster, interim senior pastor at the Central Presbyterian Church 
Avi Friedman, rabbi at the Jewish Community Center 
 
Minutes of the May 17 meeting were accepted as read. 
 
Unfinished Business 
9/11 
Chuck Rush and Mayor Glatt divided up the people in town who were directly affected by the 
attack (and police and fire personnel) and conducted an informal survey to see how they viewed 
the question of how to honor/recognize the day going forward.  Their conclusion was that people 
were eager to move on.  A letter was issued in the local newspapers and bells were tolled at some 
of our member houses of worship.  Bob Morris reported that about 50 people showed up on the 
Green at the time of the first plane’s crash, and about 10 others at the time of the second.  
Richard observed that at the hospital, some wore red, white, and blue; he offered combined 
prayer for all victims of violence but did not experience a significant response. 
Chuck suggested that we talk about future activities in this regard at our February meeting. 
 
Summit’s homeless 
Denison distributed copies of the notes from his meeting with Chief Lucid and urged the 
formation of a task force to explore the issue further.  Gina Hendrickson will chair the task force 
comprised of herself, Laurie Matarazzo, and Eileen Cox.  They will report back during our 
November meeting.  Laurie M. will send the “Help Sheet” that has been created to the new 
members of Council. 
 
Affordable Housing 
Chuck reiterated his former request that all houses of worship host education sessions for their 
congregations, especially now that Summit has engaged a Master Planner and must have a 
preliminary plan by January.  We need to make City Council aware that the people are 
concerned and that our congregations care.  Calvary has a session scheduled for September 25, 
Christ Church has one scheduled for October 15. 
We want to express the position that people of faith want affordable housing in Summit. 
Vanessa told the group about a member of her congregation, Ted Brewer (973-376-2821), who is 
the Unitarian contact for the Summit affordable housing group.  The task force assigned to 
further our involvement in this issue is comprised of Chuck Rush (chair), Bob Morris, Denison 
Harrield, Antonio Porter, and Stuart Gershon. 
 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 11/20/05 
Rabbi Gershon was not in attendance.  Temple Sinai’s cantor has been in communication with 
CPC’s Noel Werner and the music has been selected.  The group requested that all music 
directors be contacted with the same information.  The committee for designing the service is 



Stuart Gershon, Laurie Matarazzo, Isabelle Cunningham, and Emilie Boggis.  They will report 
back to our October meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Laurie M. reported the following: 
Beginning balance (8/31/05)    $233.94 
All paid $25 fee       325.00 
Expense        150.00 Alyson Gall 
         100.00 JCC-Rabbi Horn’s program 
 
Balance      $308.94 
 
Laurie will send out forms for dues of $25 to all the houses of worship. 
 
New Business 
Election of Vice President:  Stuart Gershon was nominated but the President would not accept a 
nomination in absentia.  Chris Brdlik was then elected by acclamation.   
In a return to bylaw, the President and the Vice President will serve 2-year terms. 
Denison will serve as the special projects/program chairperson. 
 
Hurricane News:  Chris Brdlik asked for clarification that Mayor Glatt reported Summit not 
likely to be destination of refugees from Katrina. 
Eileen reported that St. Teresa’s has a list of 41 families willing to house. 
Vernon Williams reported that Fountain Baptist has at least one family hosting refugees. 
What about a unified effort to address the disaster?  Please bring any and all ideas to the Council 
as we go along. 
Gina told of a UMC initiative called VIM—Volunteers in Mission—that puts together teams with 
particular skills to go to the areas of need. 
Someone else suggested funding a Habitat House to be shipped down. 
 
Change of October meeting:  Rabbi Friedman noted that the October meeting, scheduled for the 
18th will fall on the Jewish holiday of Succoth; President Harrield then suggested we move the 
date to October 11; Calvary will host it if St. Teresa’s is unable to at such short notice. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rev. Laurie R. Matarazzo 
28 September 2005 
 


