
Summit Interfaith Council 
Minutes – November 15, 2011 

 

Summit Interfaith Council September 2011 meeting hosted by Central Presbyterian Church. 
Attendee Representatives: Central Presbyterian Church – Elder Susan Haig; Fountain Baptist 
Church – Rev. Jerry Sanders, Rev. Vernon Williams; Summit Jewish Community Center - Rabbi 
Avi Friedman; Unitarian Church in Summit - Rev. Emilie Boggis, Rev. Vanessa Southern, Rev. 
Kim Tomaszewski; Chatham-Summit Quaker Meeting – Robin Whitely; St. John’s Lutheran 
Church – Rev. Andrea Walker, Vicar Brian Biery; Congregation Beth Hatikvah – Rabbi Amy 
Small; St. Teresa Roman Catholic Church – Angela Intili Pastoral Associate; Christ Church – 
Rev. Chuck Rush; Calvary Episcopal Church – Rev. Matthew Corkern, Rev. Bob Morris; Guest 

Presenter – Suzanne W. Reeds, TheAlternativePress.com Editor & Publisher, Religion 
 
Vernon welcomed everyone to Fountain Baptist Church and opened with prayer. 
 
Avi began the meeting with introductions given that we had several new individuals around the 
table. 
 

Guest Presenter – Suzanne Reeds 
 

The Alternative Press is an online publication for approximately 14 local municipalities 
(Summit being one) in New Jersey. The religion section began in the September/October 
timeframe. The Alternative Press is seeking information (announcements, activities, 
upcoming events, etc.) and photos from the various houses of worships in the 14 local 
municipalities for which it serves. The religion section is inclusive of all faiths. The 
Alternative Press solicits articles and opinions (from all faiths) on current issues and 
topics. Submitted items would be found under the particular municipality for which you 
are located. Submissions for the Alternative Press can be made to Suzanne Reeds (Editor 
& Publisher sreeds@thealternativepress.com); advertising dollars are not required to be 
spent to submit postings for this online publication. Their readership is approximately 
500,000. Suzanne would like to profile (brief descriptions with possibility of photo) the 
staffs of the various houses of worship and publish our staff directories in the short term 
as she continues to work to build the religion section. 

 

Old Business 
 
Minutes from our September 20, 2011 meeting were read and adopted with corrections. 

 
Treasury report - $728.99 – Revenue received and deposited before next meeting: Dues - 
$25.00 St. John’s Lutheran Church, Jewish Community Center, Fountain Baptist Church; 
Congregation Beth Hatikvah (Subsequent to our meeting) Additional donations – 
Jewish Community Center - $300; Fountain Baptist Church - $500 

 
 Thanksgiving Service – Emilie 
 
 The rough draft for the Thanksgiving service was reviewed and finalized. The service 

will be held at Fountain Baptist Church on Sunday, November 20, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
  
 



Interfaith Retreat (October 18, 2011) – Avi 
 
 Avi led the council in reflections of the retreat. One takeaway from the retreat was that 

each member of the council would provide their ‘Stranger to Neighbor’ story (500 
words). Avi has provided a section on the Interfaith website for council members to post 
their story. We are asking all council members to post by January 16, 2012 (MLK Day). 

 

New Business 
 
 Meeting Time Change - Avi 
 
 In order to be more inclusive, the council is seeking to move its Tuesday, January 10, 

2012 meeting to Thursday, January 12, 2012, 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. This shift ion 
meeting time is deemed necessary from time to time to allow inclusion (voice - especially 
of the Hispanic community of faith) of faith members who are unable to meet during our 
regularly scheduled dates. 

 
 Stranger to Neighbor Training – Emilie 
 
 The Stranger to Neighbor training for our youth will be held during the MLK Day 

(weekend) of service. The training will be Sunday, January 15 (evening – time to be 
provided) and Monday, January 16, 2012 (morning – time to be provided). On Sunday, 
council members will need to be present to participate in a panel discussion on ‘Stranger 
to Neighbor.’ Each house of worship is asked to provide three (3) youth (high school 
students – 9th-11th grades) to participate. 
 

 Cell Phone List – Avi 
 

The council is attempting to develop a clergy cell phone list to be used solely by council 
members only (not to be given to anyone outside of the immediate council; for any 
reason). If there are any restrictions to be adhered to with the submission of your cell 
phone; please indicate. Council members (only) are asked to provide their cell phone 
information to Emilie. 

 

Next Meeting 
 

The next Summit Interfaith Council meeting will be Tuesday, December 13, 2011 at 
Congregation Beth Hatikvah. 
 

Adjournment 
 
 Meeting adjourned with prayer by Rev. Jerry Sanders. 


