
Summit Interfaith Council 

Minutes – May 15, 2007 

 
The May meeting of the Summit Interfaith Council was hosted by Christ Church.  Representatives 
were present from Wallace Chapel, Jewish Community Center, First Church of Christ Scientist, 
Calvary Episcopal Church, St. John’s Lutheran Church, the Unitarian Church, Central Presbyterian 
Church, the United Methodist Church, and Interweave. 
 
Our host, Chuck Rush offered grace before the meal and Denison called the meeting to order.   
 
The minutes of previous meeting were approved as read.  
 
Unfinished Business 
Affordable Housing:  Denison reported that this area of concern continues to move forward.  The 
Salerno Duane project will be coming up within the next few months. 
Sports on Weekends:  No report.  Chuck Rush will be e-mailing members some of his thoughts within 
the next few weeks. 
Retreat:  Bob Morris asked members, “What part of the year will work best for a retreat?”  Denison 
suggested that we hold a retreat toward the beginning of the year so that we can be reflective and 
visionary together; on the same page in the same book at the start of the year.  The group determined 
that October will be good; one day…October 16, 2007.  Avi and Laurie (and Rebecca, pending her 
acceptance) will work with Bob to design the day. 
Darfur-Genocide Subcommittee:  Emilie reported that over 30 people attended the first committee 
meeting.  She encouraged members to watch the Independent Press for an article.  Subgroups are 
meeting between the monthly general meetings, the next one of which is scheduled for May 29, 7:30 
p.m. at Temple Sinai.  Avi said it was wonderful to see such broad representation on the committee 
and Keith expressed appreciation for Emilie’s leadership.  His subgroup, on education, is working on a 
flyer with the history, issues, and photographs to help educate the public. 
Thanksgiving:  no report. 
Faith-sharing:  Bob Morris will facilitate this going forward. 
Overcrowding:  Chris Brdlik and Avi Friedman have agreed to work on this.  Bob Morris noted that 
there are two “under-the-radar” Latino religious groups in the area.  One of them meets are St. John’s 
Lutheran.  The subcommittee will work on strategies for educating citizens who are overcrowded 
about safety and for getting the message across to these populations that they are welcome; we want to 
keep Summit Diverse and safe.  Keith will work with Chris and Avi. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
$908.94 
 
New Business 
Elections were held with the following results for 2007-2009: 
President:  Rev. Denison D. Harrield 
Vice-President: Rev. Christopher Brdlik 
Sec’y-Treas:  Rev. Emilie Boggis 
 
We hosted two guest speakers who addressed us on the issues of “greening” Summit. 
Marian Glenn reported ways in which individuals and institutions can practice “green” ways of using 
resources to help improve the environment.  She explained that Mayor Glatt and Council approved the 
formation of a Sustainability Task Force that has been meeting Since January and which will report to 
the Council in June.  They are studying issues of transportation, water and power use.  As a result of 



this initiative, several groups have sprung up and Ms. Glenn came to encourage the Interfaith Council 
to get into the loop.  Materials about Clean Power and about computing the “carbon footprint” of 
Summit were distributed. 
Anne Marie Treger shared her personal story of how switching to all-natural household cleaning agents 
healed her sons of asthma and taught her how drastically chemicals effect our lives.  Her website, 
www.globalwarningonline.com teaches others these lessons.  She also cited another website called 
www.eighteenseconds.com  that teaches about fluorescent lightbulbs.   
 
Announcements 
May 19:  Keith celebrates the 40th anniversary of his ordination.  Congratulations, Keith! 
July 10-19:  United Methodist Church will be hosting a Chime Group from Barbados; members will 
offer instruction and music if you would like to invite them to your house of worship.  Soon, members 
will receive more information about this. 
Rev. Andrea Walker will receive her Doctorate of Ministry in Preaching from the Lutheran School of 
Theology in Chicago.  Congratulations, Andrea! 
June 16:  Interweave will host a spirituality day entitled, “Rooted and Grounded in Peace” at Calvary.  
The new diocesan bishop of the Diocese of Newark, Mark Beckwith, will be keynote speaker.  Bob 
distributed brochures about the event and cordially invited all to attend and encourage others to do so 
as well. 
Oct 23:  6 p.m.  The Summit Municipal Alliance is reserving this night for a community-wide “Family 
Dinner Night,” urging businesses, clubs, institutions to NOT hold any meetings on that night in order 
to encourage families to sit down and break bread together. 
 
2007-08 Calendar of meetings 
 
Sep 18  Calvary Episcopal Church 
Oct 16  Retreat Day (location TBA) 
Nov 13  St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Dec 11  Central Presbyterian Church 
Jan  15  Temple Beth Hatikvah 
Feb 19  United Methodist Church 
Mar 18  St. Teresa’s 
Apr  15 Unitarian Church 
May 20 Christ Church 
 
It has been my pleasure and privilege to serve the Council as Secretary/Treasurer these past two years. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Laura R. Matarazzo 
 
 
 
 
 


