
Summit Interfaith Council 

Minutes –May 16, 2006 

 
The May meeting of the Summit Interfaith Council was hosted by Christ Church.  
Representatives were present from Central Presbyterian Church, Wallace A.M.E Chapel., 
Fountain Baptist Church, Overlook Hospital Chaplaincy, Unitarian Church, Christ Church, 
Temple Sinai, First Church of Christ Scientist, St. John’s Lutheran Church, United Methodist 
Church, and Calvary Episcopal Church. 
 
Chairman Harrield called the meeting to order welcoming all and offering grace before our meal.  
Minutes of the April 18, 2006 approved as submitted.  
 
Affordable Housing 
Chairman Harrield reported that there is visible movement in this area, signs that indicate 
Summit is moving toward goals we have articulated.  These are aspects of the government’s 
plans that are not yet in a stage of public discussion.  Stay tuned. 
Chuck Rush noted that he interviewed Vito Gallo for the local TV station; this interview will be 
aired in June.  He will send out an e-mail to alert members to watch it. 
 
Homeless 
Chairman Harrield met with Police Chief Lucid who expressed the hope that the Interfaith 
Council will not put this concern on a back burner, even though there has been a drop in 
homeless people.  Chris Brdlik observed that there are so few requests for aid that it is difficult to 
justify a comprehensive response at this time.  Rich Hendrickson affirmed that Dick Nelson has 
been instrumental in finding permanent situations for some of the homeless men in the SHIP 
program.  Chairman Harrield noted that the homeless are NOT off the unfinished business of the 
Council, adding that Connections has showers for mean and women, as does Christ Church.  
Laurie Matarazzo will add these two shower sites to the “Help Sheet” and send it on to Chief 
Lucid as well as to members of the Interfaith Council. 
 
“One Book—One Community” 
Chairman Harrield expressed his hope that all houses of worship have publicized this project 
within their congregations.   (This initiative came out of the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of 
Service; the Interfaith Council endorsed the project as did the Mayor’s Task Force on Diversity.  
The project is to galvanize the community around reading the book, A Hope in the Unseen, by 
Ron Susskind, within the year and to encourage discussion. The book is in the city library and at 
the libraries of the Middle School and the High School.)  The young man about whom the book 
is written is coming to Summit High School on November 2, 2006 to speak as part of this effort 
to raise awareness. 
 
Sports on Sundays 
Chuck Rush will compile a list of leaders in each of the local sports leagues.  We will continue to 
explore this issue in the fall. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
There has been no change since last month.  The current balance is $608.94 
 
Pam McKelvey, President-elect, Summit Municipal Alliance 
Ms. McKelvey addressed the group with a brief summary of the Alliance’ history and mission.  
Established 20 years ago, the Alliance reflects New Jersey’s unique approach to drug and alcohol 



abuse prevention:  the state collects fines from drug-related offenses and, out of these monies, 
gives funds to county governments.  They, in turn, disperse funds to municipalities that apply for 
them.  The SMA receives grants annually.  Traditionally, the focus of the group has been on 
teens but they also cooperate with SAGE to address the needs of the elderly in this area of drug 
and alcohol abuse. 
Ms. McKelvey then presented information about “Red Ribbon Week” (October 23-31, 2006). 
She passed out information sheets and invited representatives to come to two planning meetings 
(Monday, May 22 and Monday, June 5, both 11:45-1:00).  The strategy for this year is to have 
the Red Ribbon Week become a “portal event” that will open the community to ongoing 
awareness and education.  In addition to a list of proposed activities, she encouraged houses of 
worship to include information in their monthly newsletters and bulletins, to preach on the 
subject of substance abuse, to designate a youth night to discuss substance abuse or host an adult 
forum on the subject.  Laurie M. expressed interest in working on a youth event for the first 
weekend of the week; Gina Hendrickson said she would try to make the planning meetings. 
Ms. McKelvey can be reached at 908-522-9052 or at pmckelvey@comcast.net. 
 
Community Thanksgiving Service 
The service will be held on November 19, 2006 at the United Methodist Church.  Stuart Gershon 
is working on retaining a guest speaker.  It was decided that the houses of worship will pitch in 
to provide an honorarium (as well as use our current funds).  A subcommittee to plan the service 
will be formed in September. 
 
Calendar for next year 
 
September 19   United Methodist Church 
 
October 17   Calvary Episcopal Church 
 
November 14   St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 
December 12   Central Presbyterian Church 
 
January 16   Temple Sinai 
 
February 20   Fountain Baptist Church 
 
March 20   First Church of Christ, Scientist 
 
April 17   Wallace A.M.E. Zion Chapel 
 
May 15   Christ Church 
 
 
The meeting was closed with prayer led by Rev. Julie Yarborough. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rev. Laurie R. Matarazzo 
 
 


