
Summit Interfaith Council 
Minutes – December 13, 2005 

 
Representatives were present from CPC, Interweave, Calvary, United Methodist, Wallace 
Chapel, Temple Sinai, Fountain Baptist, Jewish Community Center. The Unitarian Church, The 
First Church of Christ, Scientist, Overlook Chaplains, St. John’s Lutheran, and St. Teresa’s. 
 
The meeting was called to order and a warm welcome extended to all by Chairman Harrield, and 
host Allen Foster led the group in thanksgiving over the food. 
 
Minutes 
The minutes were approved as read with thanks to Eileen Cox who recorded them in Laurie 
Matarazzo’s absence last month. 
 
Report on Affordable Housing 
President Harrield extended particular thanks to Vanessa Southern, Chuck Rush, and Bob Morris 
for their vigilance in this issue and for keeping the membership informed. He also commented 
that we had a good representation at the 12/12 meeting and that the voice of the Interfaith 
Council was clear. 
Everyone was urged to attend the meeting of City Council to be held Thursday, December 15 at 
6 p.m. at which the Planning Board will present the component of the Master Plan that has been 
composed by the contracted planner. 
Bob Morris noted that the Chair of the Planning Board said that the 12/12 meeting was about the 
plan that makes Summit fulfill its legal requirement under current Mt. Laurel legislation.  The 
Planning Board needs to accept this portion of the plan so that they will not be sued by 
contractors in the future.  The fulfillment of the community’s legal obligations is just the first 
step.  However, the committee seemed to know that the legal and moral obligations are different; 
they admitted that it will take a city and citizen coalition to go beyond the legal minimums and 
fulfill our moral obligations.  Furthermore, the Chair made it clear that passing/accepting this 
plan does not bind the Planning Board in the future.  Bob felt that we are not so much up against 
hardness of heart as against the realities of limited space and cost factor.  We need to show up at 
Council and ask, “Do you get this the way the Planning Board does?” 
Vicki Weber, a Planning Board member spoke for a “true and moral plan, not just a true and 
legal plan. 
The Chair of the PB agreed to attach the Interfaith Council letter to the proposal to City Council 
and said he hoped to use the letter as a “guiding light.” He agreed that we should not be sending 
money to other cities and promised to send a copy of Rev. Harrield’s comments to City Council. 
Other observations from meeting: 

• Working out the practicalities of this (low-income, affordable housing) in Summit needs 
the ongoing commitment of a group like ours to keep pushing…to enable those 
committee members who agree with our position to act. 

• Preserving the historic character of Summit as an economically and racially diverse 
community and enhancing diversity is crucial. 

• We need, as a group, to learn what it means to sustain a diverse community.  We need to 
know about zoning; we need to know the laws that govern housing development.  We 
need to split up this responsibility to learn about housing issues. 

• Bob suggested that the Interfaith Council needs to have an internal task force to learn and 
to monitor issue. 

• Rebecca:  The presence of a representative (from CPC) of Habitat for Humanity at the PB 
meeting raised the possibility of city/organization/citizen cooperation in building 



affordable homes.  It is essential to figure out how to divvy up responsibilities to make a 
shared project possible. 

• Bob Morris counseled persistence—we need to make sure that the PB and Council are 
aware of us and our commitment to low-income and affordable housing.  We need to be 
at meetings and expressing our position all along the way. 

 
Financial Report 
Laurie Matarazzo reported that every house of worship has paid their annual dues and that we 
have $558.93 in our account as of December 1, 2005. 
 
President Harrield made a point of asking how we will help pay Vanessa for the conference call 
which she organized on 12/9/05.  She will wait until she receives a bill and bring it to the next 
meeting for payment. 
 
Stuart Gershon brought up the subject of a speaker for next year’s Interfaith Thanksgiving 
Service.  The persons previously considered:  Niehbur, Steinfels, Chittister, and Waskow, were 
all acceptable to the group and Stuart accepted the responsibility of trying to schedule one of 
these for November 19, 2006.  We can spend no more than $1000 for an honorarium. 
 
Announcements 
Stuart’s son, Aaron, will make his Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, February 11.  All members of the 
Council are cordially invited to attend the service and the reception following.  Formal 
invitations will be sent out in January. 
Denison brought forth a communication from Rose Nelson, Secretary of SHIP, thanking the 
Council for the donation derived from the Thanksgiving Service--$1785.73. 
Emilie shared her joyful news of her pregnancy—she is due on May 4! 
 
Our next meeting is scheduled for January 17, 2006 at the United Methodist Church. 
The meeting was closed in prayer led by Bob Harahan. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Laurie R. Matarazzo 
 
 
 


