
Summit Interfaith Council 

Minutes – April 24, 2007 

 
The April meeting of the Summit Interfaith Council was hosted by Wallace Chapel A.M.E. Zion 
Church. Representatives were present from Wallace Chapel, Temple Sinai, Jewish Community Center, 
Temple Beth Hatikvah, First Church of Christ Scientist, Calvary Episcopal Church, St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, the Unitarian Church, and the United Methodist Church. 
 
Chairman Harrield offered grace before the meal and called the meeting to order.   
 
The minutes of previous meeting were approved as read.  
 
Unfinished Business 
Affordable Housing:  Denison thanked Chris Brdlik, Bob Morris, and Laurie Matarazzo for attending 
the Planning Board meeting on the Gateway One project.  The old Summit Medical Group buildings 
are being converted into residential units.  Both this and the Salerno Duane project will include 6 on-
site (in town) affordable units—2 at SMG and 4 scattered throughout town. 
Sports on Weekends:  Chuck Rush was busy ministering to Governor Corzine so he was not present to 
report. 
Retreat:  Tabled until Bob Morris can report. 
Darfur-Genocide Subcommittee:  The first meeting of the group was to be held April 24 so we can 
expect a report at our next meeting.  The Unitarian Church now owns the rights to the video “Darfur 
Diaries” and members were encouraged to borrow it for screening.  The week of April 23rd was 
“Global Days  of Awareness.”  More volunteers for the committee are welcome.  Isabelle reported that 
she is planning to created a display about Darfur for the Christian Science Reading Room Window. 
Thanksgiving:  Avi, Stuart, Bob, and Gina are the committee that is designing our 2007 Thanksgiving 
Service.  They proposed a different approach to this annual event that would be more along the lines of 
“bringing our first fruits,” involving local community organizations and our congregations in 
community activism and then “offering” these up at the service.  Also, they recommended that 
participants in the liturgy be drawn from outside the clergy group and that the speaker, should we have 
one, be less academic and more inspirational and prophetic in content.  The members received these 
recommendations favorably and the committee will continue to plan along these lines. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
$908.94 
 
New Business 
Faith-sharing group:  Denison recommended that we begin to have “interfaith conversations;” that is, 
talking about why we pray the way we do in our respective traditions, the use of inclusive language, 
sharing what we do and who be are in order to be a body united.  He suggested that Bob Morris would 
be willing to lead this conversation and further planning of it was tabled until Bob Morris could be 
with us.  Gina suggested that we focus on doing this in the fall when attendance is good. 
Hosting parameters:  Stuart proposed that the group define parameters for hosting our monthly 
meetings with particular attention to what kinds of food we serve and the use of inclusive language in 
our common prayer. 
Overcrowded housing:  This is an ongoing problem in the city and one that is a challenge for both civic 
and religious leaders.  While we all want citizens to be safe, the governmental routes to aid require 
revealing names, addresses, etc. that risk exposing undocumented status.  The challenge is how to help 
without doing harm.  How can we help keep our citizens safe without threatening their residency?  
Emilie contended that the larger issue is, “Will Summit welcome these people?  Do we care?” 



Some ways we might go forward: 

• Find ways to publicize this problem within the framework of caring for one another.  Raise 
awareness of the general public to the problem of overcrowding and its dangers with emphasis 
on a compassionate response. 

• Identify and talk with people who have a vested interest in keeping the people who are living in 
overcrowded conditions safe and in town. 

• Since government may not be able to help without harming, find out if the city would spend 
money on a non-governmental effort. 

• Find out/work with the mayor to name people we could turn to for help with a non-
governmental effort. 

• There is a member of the Unitarian Church who would like to spearhead the efforts to alleviate 
this problem. 

 
Announcements 
May 12:  Denison and Mrs. Harrield will be honored for their 17 years of ministry at Wallace Chapel 
at a service and banquet at 5:30 p.m. at the church.  All are invited. 
May 20:  Beth Hatikvah will have their Torah Procession and Building Dedication Ceremony at noon, 
beginning in Chatham.  All are invited. 
July 10-19:  United Methodist Church will be hosting a Chime Group from Barbados; members will 
offer instruction and music if you would like to invite them to your house of worship.   
The UMC is taking special collections for the NJ flood relief—see/talk to Gina to contribute. 
St. John’s is selling Fair Trade items to raise funds for Darfur.  See/talk to Andrea to participate. 
 
The meeting was closed with prayer by Avi. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Laura R. Matarazzo 
 
 
 
 


