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The March meeting of the Summit Interfaith Council was hosted by the St. Teresa of Avila 
Roman Catholic Church. Those present included: Rev. Chris Brdlik from Calvary Episcopal; 
Revs. Phillip Jones & Rebecca Laird from Central Presbyterian Church; Rabbi Amy Small 
from Congregation Beth Hatikvah; Barbara Mullin from First Church of Christ Scientist; Rabbi 
Avi Friedman from Jewish Community Center; Rev. Maciej Zajac from St. Teresa; Rabbi 
Stuart Gershon from Temple Sinai; Revs. Vanessa Southern and Emilie Boggis from The 
Unitarian Church; Rev. Dr. Gina Hendrickson from the United Methodist Church; and Rev. 
Denison Harrield from Wallace Chapel AME Zion Church. 
 
Maciej offered grace before the meal.  Denison called the meeting to order.  The minutes of 
the January meeting were approved.  (The February meeting was informal with no regular 
business.) 
 
Unfinished Business 
1) Sports on Sunday & Faith Sharing: No new business. 
2) Overcrowded Housing in Summit: Chris recapped the issue.  Last year, Mayor Glatt 

reported his concern about overcrowded housing and fire safety.  He asked the clergy to 
provide a forum to the larger population – and specifically, the immigrant population – 
with information and resources on fire safety.  We considered which of our houses of 
worship ministered specifically to immigrant populations and hope to plan information 
sessions.  However, the clergy did not support an anti-immigrant stance.  

3) Emilie and Stu reported on the progress of the Darfur Genocide Rescue Committee. Our 
group has become smaller; however, they are a hardworking group.  Please send at least 
two representatives from your house of worship to the meetings.   

Currently, we are focusing on China.  Due to Sudanese oil reserves, China is 
intimately involved with the Sudanese government; therefore, China has the capacity to 
stop the genocide.  With the 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing, we are using this public 
event to pressure China and the Olympic corporate sponsors to use their influence to 
stop the genocide.  To date, most of the national Darfur groups do not think a boycott 
would be effective.  Upcoming events include:  

• April 11 (Postponed until late April): Rally planned by Millburn and Summit HS 
students at Coca-Cola NYC Headquarters (Olympic sponsor) 

• April 13: NJ Global Days for Darfur – Clergy are asked to say a prayer or have a 
moment of silence for Darfur in worship services. 

• Divestment Workshop: Once we have a date, we are asking each clergy to personally 
invite five members to a workshop on divesting from companies that invest in the 
Sudanese government.  

4) Low-Income/Affordable Housing: Denison shared an article about the Summit City 
Council reversing a rule that requires developers to provide affordable housing within 
Summit.  Developers would instead contribute affordable housing to other communities, 
known as Regional Contribution Agreements (RCAs).  (“City Supports Housing Plan” from 
Independent Press on March 5.)  In the past few years, the Interfaith Council petitioned 
the Common Council to require affordable housing within Summit, thus creating the rule 
that was reversed.  The reversal occurred at the Common Council’s meeting on February 
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12, 2008.  The affordable housing issue was not on the City Council’s agenda, nor was 
Denison notified.  If we had known, the Interfaith Council would have been present. 

Karen Malnati, a member of St. Teresa’s and an advocate for affordable housing 
within Summit, shared with us her recent experiences.  The public is not allowed to 
attend the Affordable Housing Committee meetings, nor can you receive a copy of their 
minutes.  Ms. Malnati also attends every meeting of the Housing Authority.  At no time 
did they mention that the Council would be discussing this issue. 

Furthermore, there is currently NJ legislation advanced by Assembly Speaker 
Joseph Roberts to ban RCAs.  Denison shared a Star-Ledger article about the legislation 
(“Affordable Housing Overhaul is in Play” on March 13).  Ms. Malnati asked us to send 
letters to our NJ legislators asking them to back Robert’s legislation.  Ms. Malnati also 
asked us to pressure the City of Summit to publish their growth plan and voluntarily 
enter the COAH (Council on Affordable Housing) process. 

Action: Denison will write a letter to Andy Lark, President of Common Council, 
asking for an explanation and inviting him and the Common Council to attend our next 
meeting.  Denison will copy the Interfaith Council. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: We currently have $433.94 in our bank account.   
 
Announcements 
1) Calvary is sponsoring a panel on Senior Housing for older adults and their caregivers.  It 

will take place on Sunday, April 20th at 11:45 am. 
2) Gina announced that she will be serving St. Andrews UMC in Cherry Hill, NJ beginning on 

July 1,2008.  This is a great opportunity for Gina; however, she is sad to leave our group.  
The Rev. Shawn Callender-Hogan will serve Summit UMC and will join the Council in the 
fall.  Congratulations Gina!  We will miss you and Rich. 

3) Rich Hendrickson (Gina’s husband) has been serving as the Interfaith Council’s liaison to 
the SHIP (Summit Helping Its People) Board.  We will need to find a new liaison as Rich 
will also be moving to Cherry Hill. 

4) Our April meeting will be held at The Unitarian Church in Summit on April 15. 
 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Emilie Boggis 


