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The December meeting of the Summit Interfaith Council was hosted by St. Teresa of Avalon 
Catholic Church. Those present included: Rev. Chris Brdlik & Rev. Brent Bates from Calvary 
Episcopal Church; Robin Whitely from the Chatham-Summit Quaker Meeting; Rev. Chuck 
Rush from Rabbi Amy Small from Congregation Beth Hatikvah; Barbara Mullin from First 
Church Christ Scientist; Rev. Bob Morris from Interweave; Rabbi Avi Friedman from Jewish 
Community Center; Rev. Cathy Bickerton & Eileen Cox from Overlook Hospital; Rev. Andrea 
Walker and Matthew James from St. John’s Lutheran; Rev. Maciej Zajac and Angela Intili 
from St. Teresa’s of Avila RCC; Rev. Vanessa Southern, Rev. Emilie Boggis & Julia Hamilton 
from the Unitarian Church; and Rev. Denison Harrield from Wallace Chapel AME Zion 
Church.   
 
Denison called the meeting to order. Maciej led us in a group prayer and blessed the food. 
The November 2008 minutes were approved. Maciej volunteered to serve as Secretary for 
the remainder of 2009. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: $808.94 (an increase of $275) Thank you to everyone who has sent 
their Annual Dues ($25 per house of worship/organization).  If you have not, annual dues 
should be made out to Summit Interfaith Council, Memo: Annual Dues, The Unitarian 
Church, c/o Rev. Emilie Boggis, 4 Waldron Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901. 
 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service:  Many thanks and appreciation to Congregation Beth 
Hatikvah, to Rabbi Amy Small, and to our planning group: Avi, Vanessa, Bob, Angela and 
Chris. It was a beautiful service.   
 
St. Teresa’s is interested in hosting in 2009, but they would need to alter the service time on 
Sunday, November 22nd, either 3:30 pm or 7 pm. The hosts need to call a meeting in June 
to form the choirs.   
 
Unfinished Business 

1) Darfur Genocide Rescue Committee: Our committee had tables set up at the 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Services in New Providence & Summit. We also raised 
awareness and funds at the Alternative Gift Fair at Christ Church. Eileen reported that 
the DGRC will bring presentations to individual houses of worship.  St. John’s is 
signed up on January 25 at 9 am, Unitarian Church on February 22 at 12:30 pm, and 
St. Teresa’s in their March “Lenten Lectures.”  We also plan to present at the MLK 
Day of Service and at a future Summit Common Council meeting. Emilie reported that 
we are continuing the SaveDarfur.org’s postcard program, which hopes to present 
the new US President with 1 million postcards on January 21. Houses of worship are 
encouraged to ask members to sign postcards and return them to us by January 5.  
 
2) Low Income/Affordable Housing: Vanessa is serving as the Interfaith Council 
representative on the Summit Affordable Housing (AH) committee. The City must use 
the State money on Affordable Housing soon; otherwise they will lose that funding. 
We had a presentation on Sunday, December 14 at St. Teresa’s Memorial Hall (thank 



you for hosting) for clergy and lay people to understand the complexities of the issue 
and speak to these issues at the January meeting. Five congregations sent 
representatives and listened to Richard Poole & a Habitat for Humanity 
representative.   
One concern: The plan includes the Summit houses of worship raising $300,000 to 
build the Habitat for Humanity houses.  They want 25% ($75,000) of the money and 
50% pledged by August 1, 2009.  Vanessa, Chuck & Chris have agreed to work on 
this issue. They will also ask Fountain Baptist & Central Presbyterian Church to join 
their working group.  At some point, we will need to talk to our leaders to see if our 
houses of worship can make this financial commitment, given the economic 
situation. 
Suggestion: At future meeting, we might have a conversation about the current 
economy and its impact on the finances & fundraising in our houses of worship. 
 
3) Sports on Sunday – Nothing to report. 

 
New Business:  

1) At last night’s (12/15) Zoning Board meeting, the Summit JCC’s application to 
renovate their current space and lot was approved by a 5-2 vote. Congratulations! 
Many of their neighbors did not support the application and hired an attorney, which 
has been the experience of many of our houses of worship. It reaffirmed our 
experience that we need to stand together on these issues and involve the members 
of our houses of worship to provide an alternative neighbor response. 
2) The Summit MLK Service Day is planned for Monday, January 19. The list of 
events will be published soon at www.shapingsummitogether.org. Denison 
encouraged all clergy to attend and support the MLK worship service at Fountain 
Baptist service on January 19 at 7pm. 
3) Bob reported on the Fire Emergency Situation in Summit. On Monday, 
December 8, a Summit house which was housing over 30 people burned down. 
Thankfully, no one was injured. On Tuesday, Calvary began housing the families and 
searching for help. Since that time, Temple Sinai, Central Pres & Christ Church have 
also stepped up to house families. Homefirst and the Red Cross have also gotten 
involved. Red Cross is organizing the situation and finding permanent housing. We 
send our appreciation to everyone who stepped up to help these families, especially 
Calvary who was there in the immediate crisis.   

 
Needs: 

• Funding. Unfortunately, the local Red Cross chapter is running out of 
financial resources. The families need first month’s rent & security 
deposits. Bob asked our houses of worship to take a free-will offering 
or raise money for this purpose. Make the check payable to: ARC - 
Colonial Crossroads Chapter; Memo: Fire Emergency; 695 Springfield 
Avenue; Summit, NJ 07901.   

•  
Check out their website: http://www.ccnjredcross.org/ 

 



Motion: We authorize $425 of our budget to be sent to the Red Cross 
for the fire victims. Passed. Emilie will send the check this week. 

 

• Overnight volunteers: Please send any volunteers who are willing to 
stay overnight to Suzanne Morris, 908-277-2120. 

 
Faith Sharing: Vanessa will share a vignette from her faith journey in January, and Andrea 
will share in February. We will try to move the faith sharing segment to the beginning of the 
meeting so they are not squeezed out. 
 
Amy ended our meeting with prayer. 
 
Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 13, 2009 at 12 pm at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church. It is a week early so that we may watch/attend the inauguration of President-elect 
Obama. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Emilie Boggis 
 


