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The November meeting of the Summit Interfaith Council was hosted by Calvary Episcopal 
Church. Those present included: Rev. Chris Brdlik & Rev. Brent Bates from Calvary Episcopal 
Church; Rev. Phil Jones from Central Presbyterian Church; Robin Whitely from the Chatham-
Summit Quaker Meeting; Barbara Mullin from First Church Christ Scientist; Rev. Vernon 
Williams from Fountain Baptist Church; Rev. Bob Morris from Interweave; Rabbi Avi 
Friedman from Jewish Community Center; Rev. Cathy Bickerton & Eileen Cox from Overlook 
Hospital; Rev. Andrea Walker and Matthew James from St. John’s Lutheran; Rev. Maciej 
Zajac from St. Teresa’s of Avaolon RCC; Rabbi Stuart Gershon from Temple Sinai; Rev. 
Shawn Callender Hogan from United Methodist Church; Rev. Vanessa Southern, Rev. Emilie 
Boggis & Julia Hamilton from the Unitarian Church; and Rev. Denison Harrield from Wallace 
Chapel AME Zion Church.   
 
Denison called the meeting to order. Chris gave the prayer and blessed the food. The 
October 2008 minutes were approved (thanks to Avi for taking them!).  
 
Treasurer’s Report: No change. Annual dues ($25 per house of worship/organization) should 
be made out to Summit Interfaith Council, Memo: Annual Dues, The Unitarian Church, c/o 
Rev. Emilie Boggis, 4 Waldron Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901. 
 
Unfinished Business 
1) Darfur Genocide Rescue Committee: Our committee is vibrant & energized with four 

different campaigns this fall/winter. We have also been joined by youth from high 
schools in Summit, New Providence, Chatham, Millburn & Pingry who are involved in the 
Darfur movement. Eileen reported that the DGRC will bring presentations to and set up 
informational displays at individual houses of worship.  St. John’s is signed up in January, 
Unitarian Church in February, and St. Teresa’s in March. Emilie reported that we are also 
trying to address malnutrition in the Darfur & Chad refugee camps. Throughout the week 
of Nov 15-23, we are encouraging people to contribute their “lunch money” ($5 per day) 
to the Friends of the World Food Program, an organization that we have vetted.  We are 
also joining SaveDarfur.org’s postcard program, which hopes to present the new US 
President with 1 million postcards on January 21. Houses of worship are encouraged to 
ask members to sign postcards and return them to us by mid-December.  Stu reported 
that Jewish World Watch’s Backpack Project is continuing. Temple Sinai has recently 
sold almost $7,000 in backpacks ($30 each). For our houses of worship who 
participated in the solar cooker project last year, there is an excellent 6-minute video 
about the effects of solar cookers on the women/children in refugee camps.  
 

2) Low Income/Affordable Housing:  Vanessa is currently serving as the Interfaith Council 
representative on the Summit Affordable Housing (AH) committee.  The City must 
present a plan to meet the AH requirements in the next 10 years.  The staff & volunteer 
AH Committee appear to be very committed.   On Monday, 11/17, Summit Common 
Council met to discuss the Habitat project to build 6 housing units in Summit (Morris & 
Partridge). The Mayor and a majority of the Council were supportive. At least eight 
members of the Interfaith Council attended, gave meaningful presentations, and had a 



positive effect. The Council passed an effort to understand how they should move 
forward with the project.  

The Council must use the State money on Affordable Housing soon; otherwise they 
will lose that funding. Therefore, we need to be prepared for their January meeting. On 
Sunday,Sunday,Sunday,Sunday, December 14, 1: December 14, 1: December 14, 1: December 14, 1:00000 pm0 pm0 pm0 pm at St. Teresa’s Memorial Hall, at St. Teresa’s Memorial Hall, at St. Teresa’s Memorial Hall, at St. Teresa’s Memorial Hall, we will have a 
presentation for our clergy, Social Action chairs, key Summit people and interested 
members so that they know the complexities of the issue, begin a letter-writing and 
petition campaign, and speak to these issues at the January meeting. Please ask your 
key members to attend this important meeting. 

 
3) Interfaith Thanksgiving Service will be held at Congregation Beth Hatikvah, November Congregation Beth Hatikvah, November Congregation Beth Hatikvah, November Congregation Beth Hatikvah, November 

23232323rdrdrdrd at 5:00pm. at 5:00pm. at 5:00pm. at 5:00pm.  Amy, Avi, Vanessa, Bob, Angela and Chris have planned the service.  It 
will be a service of worship, in which the central teaching piece will be about world 
poverty, including stories and music, and call to a moral sensibility and commitment. 
They have invited many outside leaders to participate.  Members of our adult/youth 
choirs should arrive at 3:30 pm to rehearse. Clergy should arrive and vest at 4:30 pm.  
Please do everything you can to publicize this service within your houses of Please do everything you can to publicize this service within your houses of Please do everything you can to publicize this service within your houses of Please do everything you can to publicize this service within your houses of 
worship/organizationsworship/organizationsworship/organizationsworship/organizations.   

A note for next year: we were late in organizing the service this year which was 
difficult on our choirs’ participation.  Hosts need to call a meeting in June to form the 
choirs.  Anyone who would like to host the 2009 Interfaith Service, please let us know so 
that we can decide at our December meeting. 

 
New Business: Bob Morris shared a vignette from his faith journey.  
 
Announcements: 
1) Greetings from Isabelle from First Church who has moved. 
2) Congratulations to Rev. Bob Morris receiving his Doctorate of Divinity in October 2009. 
 
Shawn ended our meeting with prayer. 
Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 16December 16December 16December 16, 2008    at 12 pm at St. Teresa’s of 
Avalon RCC. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Emilie Boggis 

 


