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The October meeting of the Summit Interfaith Council was hosted by Summit Jewish 
Community Center. Those present included: Rev. Bob Morris from Interweave; Rabbi Avi 
Friedman from Jewish Community Center; Rev. Andrea Walker and Matthew James from St. 
John’s Lutheran; Rev. Chuck Rush from Christ Church; Rabbi Stuart Gershon from Temple 
Sinai; Rev. Cathy Bickerton from Overlook Hospital; Jackie Wiegand from the Chatham 
Summit Quaker Meeting; Rev. Shawn Callender Hogan from United Methodist Church; Rev. 
Phil Jones from Central Presbyterian Church and Rev. Denison Harrield from Wallace Chapel 
AME Zion Church.  Guests: Louis Riccio & Richard Poole from the Summit Housing Authority. 
 
The meeting was held in the Sukkah adjacent to the Summit JCC since it took place during 
the Festival of Sukkot (Tabernacles).  Avi explained how the Jewish community still observes 
the festival of Sukkot as described in Leviticus 23:33-44 (and other places in the Bible).  The 
Sukkah – a temporary shelter which reminds of the Israelites wandering in the desert for 40 
years – is a reminder of the protection that God offers us when we find ourselves in our own 
wilderness.  Further, Avi also explained the tradition of waving the Lulav and Etrog (the four 
species indigenous to the Land of Israel described in v. 40), which in the midst of our urban 
and suburban lives reminds us of our connection to the land.  Denison called the meeting to 
order.  The minutes of the September 2008 meeting were approved.   
 
Treasurer’s Report: In Emilie’s absence, Denison reported that there were no new 
expenditures to report, and those who have not paid dues should do so. 
 
Unfinished Business 
1) Sports on Sunday – Nothing new to Report 
2) Darfur Genocide Rescue Committee: Stu reported that the Backpack Project (through 

Jewish World Watch) is continuing and extending to two new refugee camps.  To address 
malnutrition, we are encouraging participation in the Friends of the World Food 
Program’s new effort through which a person can contribute $5, which pays for 20 meals 
in Darfur.  SaveDarfur.org’s postcard program – which hopes to present the new US 
President with 1 million postcards on January 21 is continuing.  Postcards were 
distributed.  The DGRC would be happy to make presentations at individual 
congregations and set up informational displays. 

3) Interfaith Thanksgiving Service will be held at Congregation Beth Hatikvah, November 
23rd at 5:00pm.  Planning is continuing. 

 
Guest Speakers: Lou Riccio and Richard Poole. 
The Summit Housing Authority and the Summit Affordable Housing Corporation have 
entered into a joint venture to provide more affordable housing in Summit.  Through 1986, 
approximately 200 units had been made available.  Since then, no new affordable housing 
has been made available in the city of Summit.  There is a great desire on the part of the 
SHA to change that.   
 



Definition: “Affordable Housing” is housing for tenants or landowners who have incomes at 
or below 80% of the area median income.  It may be mixed-income or mixed-use.  It may be 
rental or for sale. 
 
Eligibility: Family of 4 with income of $25,131 to $67,017.  Single person with income of 
$17,592 to $46,912.  This often includes police, teachers, librarians, office workers, retail 
salespeople, etc. 
 
Proposed Project: 47-49 Morris Avenue.  It would include 6 units (all townhouses), with 9 
parking places.  It would be new construction in partnership with Habitat for Humanity.  The 
total cost of this project (including land and all construction) is $1.58 million.  Municipality 
will provide $750,000.  Union County will provide $300,000.  Habitat for Humanity will 
provide $231,500.  That means an additional $300,000 must be raised to make this 
happen. 
 
Schedule:  12/08 – Municipal Presentation 
  5/09 – Break ground 
  9/09 – Selection of buyers 
  3/10 – Sale of Units 
 
Next steps: Raise funds, encourage volunteers to participate, lobby the Zoning Board to 
approve the site plan. 
  
Announcements: 
1) Program: “What does it mean to be an American?” will be held on Tues., Nov. 11, 7:30 

pm at Summit JCC.  Focus on: Where are we today, and where are we going?  More 
information to follow. 

2) Speaker: Robin Wright, a senior foreign correspondent for The Washington Post, on 
“Middle East Challenges and Opportunities: Memo to a New Administration” at Drew 
University on Sunday, Oct. 19 at 7:30 pm.  More information to follow. 

 
Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 18November 18November 18November 18, 2008    at 12 pm at Calvary Calvary Calvary Calvary 
Episcopal ChurchEpiscopal ChurchEpiscopal ChurchEpiscopal Church.  . 
 
  
Respectfully (and procrastinatingly) submitted, 
Rabbi Avi Friedman 

 


